
 
 

Briefing Guide:  Developing student confidence and competence by contextual video 
capture of veterinary nursing practical skills 
 

Aims  
 
 
 

 Engage students in identifying and addressing their learning 
gaps 

 Demonstrate skills in “real-life” context 

 Promote safe and humane animal handling 

 Balance student learning experiences with animal welfare 

 Develop student competency and confidence 
Context 
 

Veterinary nurses need practical animal care skills. We already use 
videos of teaching models for student demonstration. The context 
in which these skills are applied is critical. When working on an 
animal the student must monitor its behavior to reduce risk whilst 
completing the task. Videos demonstrating skills in context are 
useful in promoting this awareness without endangering the 
learner. 

Approach used 
 
 

This project involves the development of skills training videos 
featuring large animal procedures such as safe and humane 
restraint and handling, clinical examination and body condition 
scoring in the animal’s normal environment.  
 
Filming on farms and around animals with standard HD DSLR 
video equipment is often impractical. The equipment is bulky and 
at risk of damage. Wearable and durable P.O.V. camera 
equipment allows capture of these skills in their correct context.  
 

What worked and 
why? 
 
 
 

Due to the delays we encountered in obtaining quotations and 
placing the order for the equipment it did not arrive until the end 
of the academic year and it will be carried forward into the 2016-
2017 year. 

Challenges 
 
 
 

The procurement process 

How this can support 
learning and teaching? 
 

These videos will be used to augment prior learning by 
demonstrating a skill in its correct animal care context. They will 
integrate the various components of optimal animal handling and 
care into a “patient side” demonstration designed to promote 
deep learning. They will help build students’ confidence in their 
ability to perform these tasks in a safe and competent manner. 

Shareable outputs Video library. To be completed. 



 
 

 
 
 

The equipment will also be available for use by other lecturers in 
the Dept. of Applied Sciences as there are many other practical 
skills where P.O.V. videos could be useful learning tools e.g. cell 
culture and microbiology. 
 

  
Contact details 
 
 
 

Karen Dunne, karen.dunne@dkit.ie 

  
 


